BULLETIN 

OF  THE    SOCIETY    OF   ART 


DECEMBER,  1909 


LECTURES   IN   DECEMBER 


Professor  William  T.  Sedgwick,  in  charge  of  the  Department  of 
Biology  at  the  Institute  of  Technology,  on  "The  Sanitary  Disposal 
66-d  Meeting  °f  City   Wastes"   Huntington  Hall,   Mon- 

December  6th  {V  ™ening'  Dece™ber,6th>  °iS  °,cl°ck-  ,  In 

his  efforts  to  awaken  the  public  to  the  dan- 
gers that  can  be  prevented  by  scientific  methods  of  sanitation, 
Dr.  Sedgwick  has  somewhat  destroyed  the  complacent  notion  of 
security  that  "out  of  sight,  out  of  mind"  has  engendered.  An 
address  on  this  subject  from  so  high  an  authority,  at  this  time 
when  more  progressive  methods  lor  saving  life  by  preventing 
disease  are  receiving  lively  attention,  will  be  welcomed.  Please 
remember  that  the  lecture  occurs  NEXT  MONDAY. 

Professor  William  H.  Pickering,  of  Harvard  College  Observ- 
atory, on  "  The  Moon  as  a  Living  Planet,"  Huntington  Hall, 
aa  tti  a  ^-c-nr^o         Thursday  evening,  December  i6ih,  at  8  o'clock. 
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December  i6th  Profes.sor  dickering  has  given  particular 
attention  to  the  study  of  the  moon  lor  many 
years,  and  has  published  an  extensive  monograph  on  the  subject. 
He  is  generally  recognized  as  one  of  the  first  living  authorities 
on  the  physical  characteristics  of  our  satellite.  Proiessor  Picker- 
ing is  too  rarely  heard  in  public,  and  the  members  of  the  Society 
are  fortunate  to  have  this  opportunity  of  hearing  him.  The  ad- 
dress will  be  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 


NOTICE   TO    THE   READER 

The  present  Bulletin  is  being  sent  to  a  number  of  persons  not 
members  of  the  Society  of  Arts  in  the  hope  that  they  may  wish 
to  join  the  organization.  As  the  names  have  been  handed  in 
by  many  individuals,  there  will  be  some  duplicates,  and  some  who 
are  already  members  may  receive  application  blanks. 


.MEMBERSHIP   IN   THE    SOCIETY   OF   ARTS 

The  Society  of  Arts  is  contemporaneous  with  the  Institute  it- 
self, having  been  established  for  forty-seven  years.  The  663d 
meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  on  December  6th,  as  indicated 
elsewhere.  The  object  of  the  Society  is  to  awaken  and  maintain 
interest  in  the  practical  advancement  of  the  sciences  and  to  aid 
in  their  development.  During  the  winter,  a  series  of  lectures  on 
scientific  subjects  will  be  given  by  speakers  eminent  in  their  pro- 
fessions, and  discussions  are  invited  from  the  floor. 

These  lectures  form  part  of  the  educational  work  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  and  will  be  held  in  Huntington  Hall,  Rogers 
Building,  Boylston  Street,  directly  opposite  Hotel  Brunswick. 
Persons  interested  in  the  aims  of  the  Society  are  eligible  for  mem- 
bership. The  yearly  dues  are  three  dollars,  and  members  are 
entitled  to  four  reserved  seats  for  each  lecture.  These  tickets 
are  transferable.  As  the  membership  of  the  Society  is  large, 
applications  from  members  for  reserved  seats  should  be  received 
by  the  Secretary  two  days  before  the  meeting.  No  seats  will  be 
reserved  after  7.55  on  the  evening  of  the  lecture.  A  bulletin 
containing  announcements  of  coming  lectures  and  reports  of  those 
that  have  been  given,  will  be  sent  regularly  to  members. 

The  Society  desires  to  benefit  the  greatest  number  possible 
and  makes  no  charge  for  admission  to  the  lectures.  Every  person 
for  whom  the  program  here  presented  has  interest  is  cordially 
invited  to  attend.  The  work  of  the  Society  has  been  and  always 
will  be  of  great  value  to  the  people  and  to  the  interests  of  Boston, 
and,  as  it  is  the  only  series  of  lectures  of  this  character  given  in  the 
city,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  attract  many  to  lend  their  hearty 
interest  and  support  and  thus  widen  its  influence  and  increase 
its  efficiency. 


THE   SANITARY    DISPOSAL   OF   CITY    WASTES 

Public    interest    in    pure    food,  pure    water,    and    other    public 

supplies  is  dow  leu  and  wide-spread,  but  not  yel  as  general  or 

iu(  li  alive  as  it  oughl  to  be  in  the  wastes  of  houses  and  cities. 

The  recent  consideration  of  the  smoke  nuisance  In  the  federated 

men's  clubs  of  a  Dumber  of   churches  in    Brookline  the  other 


evening  is,  however,  a  straw  showing  which  way  the  wind  is 
blowing,  and  the  sensitiveness  of  the  public  to  the  existence  and 
condition  of  inland  dumps,  methods  of  ash  collection,  and  the 
littering  of  sea  beaches  in  the  summer-time  by  floating  wastes, 
such  as  orange  peel,  straw  mattresses  and  old  account  books, 
is  gradually  iocussing  public  opinion  upon  this  form  of  munic- 
ipal housekeeping.  From  another  point  of  view  also,  namely, 
the  financial,  the  disposal  of  city  wastes  is  of  grave  importance. 
If  we  are  to  have  the  money  we  need  from  the  taxation  of  the 
people  for  schools  and  school-houses,  parks,  playgrounds,  libraries, 
museums,  and  other  necessaries  of  modern  municipal  life,  then 
we  have  no  money  to  waste  upon  poor  methods  of  disposal  of 
garbage,  ashes  and  refuse. 

Most  fundamental  of  all,  however,  are  the  sanitary  aspects  of 
the  subject  which  have  regard  to  the  preservation  of  public  health 
and  public  decency.  These  as  well  will  be  especially  dwelt  upon 
by  Professor  Sedgwick,  whose  address  will  be  illustrated  by  nu- 
merous lantern  slides. 


THE   INCREASING  INTEREST  IN  THE   SOCIETY 

The  course  of  lectures  given  last  season  was  an  attractive  one 
and  membership  in  the  Society  was  increased  about  15  per  cent. 
The  audiences  have  ranged  from  two  or  three  hundred  to  seven 
or  eight  hundred,  and  the  Bulletin  has  been  in  much  demand  by 
scientific  societies  and  interested  individuals  all  over  the  country. 
During  the  season  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  special  extra 
meetings  on  technical  subjects  interesting  to  professional  men  and 
others.     These  will  be  given  in  the  lecture-rooms  of  the  Institute. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Among  the  other  lecturers  who  have  consented  to  speak  before 
the  Society  during  the  coming  season  are  the  following: — 

Professor  Harry  P.  Talbot,  head  of  the  Department  of  Chemis- 
try at  the  Institute,  on  some  topic  connected  with  the  chemistry 
of  every-day  life. 

Professor  Charles  R.  Cross,  head  of  the  Department  of  Physics, 
on  "The  Experimental  Evidence  on  which  Modern  Views  of  the 
Nature  of  Electricity  are  Based." 


Dr.  Harvey  W.  Wiley,  Chemist  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Washington,  D.  C.,  will  tell  us  something  about  the  opera- 
tion of  the  pure  food  laws. 

Professor  Thomas  A.  Jaggar,  Jr.,  in  charge  of  the  Department 
of  Geology  at  the  Institute,  will  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
"Japanese  Volcanoes." 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  ARTS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


The  Society  of  Arts  was  established  as  a  department  of  the 
Institute  by  President  Rogers  in   1861. 

It  is  especially  devoted  to  the  general  dissemination  of  scientific 
knowledge  and  it  aims  to  awaken  and  maintain  an  interest  in  the 
recent  advances  and  practical  applications  of  the  sciences. 

Any  person  interested  in  the  aims  of  the  Society  is  eligible  to 
membership. 

The  annual  dues  are  $3. 
I.  W.  LITCHFIELD,  Secretary,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston. 
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